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Ports are key nodal pointsl

� 1200 ports� 90% of Europe's international trade � 40% of intra-European tonne-
kilometres� 3.5 billion tonnes of goods
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l How can ports help improve sustainable
transport?� Communication on port policy COM(2007)616 of 18/10/2007 is a 

reference� General transport policy favours the role of ports� Being key nodal points, ports play a major role in EU transport
map !� Modal shift away from the road transport mode towards maritime 
transport, including Motorways of the Sea, inland waterways or 
rail transport� Short sea shipping or feeder services for redistribution of high
sea cargo are a sustainable transport option and a mode in 
itself� Alternative maritime transport routes exist, allow more intensive 
use of all existing ports – and bring goods nearer to users
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l WHERE ARE WE?
EU-27 freight performance per transport mode
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• Intra-EU freight maritime transport grew by 1,0 % over the 
2005-2006 period, while freight road transport grew by 4,9 %

• How to improve?
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l
Motorways of the Sea

Naiades action programme (2006)

Maritime Space without Barriers 
(Short sea shipping) (2008)

The EuropeanThe EuropeanThe EuropeanThe European

CommissionCommissionCommissionCommission’’’’s agendas agendas agendas agenda

Port’s policy (2007)

Communication on the Greening of 
transport (2008)

White Paper on maritime transport / 
shipping strategy 2010-2018
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l SOLUTIONS
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l
Motorways of the Sea

Motorways of the 
Baltic Sea

Western Europe 
Motorways of the Sea

Motorways of the Sea
of South-West Europe

Motorways of the Sea
of South-East Europe
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l Motorways of the Sea

� Seamless freight transport services integrated into the 
door-to-door logistics transport chain� Quality transport links with significant capacity and 
growth potential: frequent, reliable and regular� Relying on efficient, quality sea ports� Green, safe and secure transport corridors� In order to…� Improve accessibility� Reduce road congestion, increase energy efficiency
and lower external costs of transport (CO2, air 
pollution…)



INLAND WATERWAY TRANSPORT: sustainable 
mobility

l
Energy consumption: 1/6 of road, 1/2 of rail transport
Modest noise and air pollution
Total external costs 7 times lower than for road transport

1. MARKET Create favourable conditions for services
2. FLEET Stimulate fleet modernisation and innovation
3. JOBS AND SKILLS Promote jobs and skills
4. IMAGE AND PROMOTION Improve image and co-
operation
5. INFRASTRUCTURE Provide adequate infrastructure

l Integrated Action Programme “NAIADES” 2006-2013
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l European maritime transport space without 
barriers

� Technologies like AIS, LRIT or SafeSeaNet allow to 
track and trace vessel movements

Maritime space without barriers:� Administrative formalities and controls for vessels 
carrying EU goods between EU ports can be abolished, 
as for land transport since1993� Formalities for multimodal transport of dangerous goods 
shall be simplified � Electronic data transmission shall be generalised for 
Business to Administration and Administration to 
Business communication (e-maritime)
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l White Paper on maritime transport / 
shipping strategy 2010-2018

� International coordination and agreement� Modernisation� Seafarers� Environment and energy� Control of existing legislation� Consolidation/simplification of legislation
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l Greening of Transport� Improve the sustainability of transport

� Different initiatives:
� Chapeau Communication 
� Report on what has been done to improve

sustainability
� Internalisation of external costs Strategy
� Revision of the Directive 1999/62/EC 

(« Eurovignette »)
� Communication on measures to reduce noise 

in railways
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l Greening of transport/internalisation

� Allow the market to regulate itself!

� Applying the « polluter pays principle »

� Common framework for internalisation

� Strategy for all modes of transport, choosing 
the most appropriate economic instrument
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l Addressing GHG emissions from 
freight transport� Fuel Quality Directive (under negotiation) will 

reduce carbon intensity of transport fuels 10% 
by 2020. � Global measures to addressing GHG 
emissions from ships a key EU objective for 
the post 2012 climate change regime (action 
from IMO and/or UNFCCC)� EC proposal on GHG from freight transport 
e.g. ships (if no global rules in 2009)) and 
trucks) on EC WP for next year.
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l Other possibilities:

� Optimising of voyage planning / integration with port 
operations = minimise waiting time and speed 
optimisation� Appropriate development of Shore Side Electricity 
facilities,� Reporting of GHG emissions from maritime operations 
(to inform customers and assist with benchmarking/ 
improvements)

Need for further analysis and consideration
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l Thank you for your attention!


